Name _____________________

WebQuest_ Alcatraz

Gennifer Choldenko’s Website

http://www.choldenko.com/
1. Who is the author of Al Capone Does My Shirts?

2. Does the author have any children?  Is so what are their names? 

3. What are some other books written by the author? 

4. In 2005, what award did Al Capone Does My Shirts win?

5. BONUS:  How many total people escaped from Alcatraz? 

Kidsread.com

http://www.kidsreads.com/reviews/0399238611.asp
6. According to the book review, what makes this book a winning novel, and why? 

7. Who wrote the book review? 

National Parks Service 

http://www.nps.gov/alca
8. Is there an entrance fee to get into Alcatraz?

9. What time does the island open for tours?

10. What two days of the year is the island closed?
Wikipedia

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcatraz_Island
11. Other than “Alcatraz”, what is another name the island is sometimes referred to as?

12. What are the geographic coordinates for the island?

13. What is the area of the island?
14. BOUNS: What does Alcatraz mean? (the definition) 

Test your knowledge of Alcatraz
http://www.nps.gov/archive/alcatraz/tours/quiz/q1.html
15. SCORE:  _________ correct out of 10 questions

Tour of Alcatraz

http://www.virtuar.com/alcatraz/ 
1. Pick two links a take a tour of the island.  

**One of the links must be from Inside the Prison
2. Which was the FIRST tour you took?  List five things you noticed about the tour.

3. Which was the SECOND tour you took?  List five things you noticed about the tour.

National Park Service Museum
http://www.nps.gov/history/museum/exhibits/alca/overview.html
1. This website breaks down the use of the island into three main parts.  


Fill in the blank below:

a. Military Period

b. Federal Prison

c. ____________________
**Click on the Federal Prison link at the top of the page. 
2. In what year did the prison close? 
3. What was a main reason the closing the prison?

**Click on the Equipment and Procedures link at the top of the page. 

4. Did correctional officers who worked with inmates carry weapons?

5. Why do you think the officers did/ did not carry weapons?  

**Select another area of Alcatraz to explore within this site?   

6. Where did you go to explore?

7. What are three things that you learned?  

Alcatraz – A Brief History 

http://www.alcatrazhistory.com/
**Click on the Alcatraz- A brief History link at the left of the page. 

1. Paragraph 1 – Find the word “constrained.”  What does it mean?  Write a sentence using the word correctly. 

2. Paragraph 2 – What is the American penal system?

3. Paragraph 3 – Today, approximately how many people visit Alcatraz each year?

4. In 1775, which Spanish explorer named the island La Isla de los Alcatraces, or the “Island of the Pelicans”? 

5. Paragraph 5 – Why did the U.S. Army take notice of Alcatraz Island? 

6. Paragraph 8 – What does the word “captive” mean?  Use it correctly in a sentence. 

7. Paragraph 8 – Why did the U.S. Army consider Alcatraz a good place to keep prisoners?

8. Paragraph 14 – Why did the military decide to close the prison? 
9. Paragraph 14 – What was the cause of the surge of organized crime (mafia) in the 1920’s and 30’s?

10. Paragraph 17 – List five ways Alcatraz was updated in 1934. 

11. Paragraph 18 – How many inmates would Alcatraz house?

12. Paragraph 18 – Besides the many updates done to Alcatraz, why was Alcatraz good to hold America’s worst criminals? 
**Click on the Next Page link at the bottom of the page.  

13. Paragraph 1 – Who was the new warden?  Which other prisons did he work for? 

14. Paragraph 4,5 – Summarize the rights of the inmates at Alcatraz in three or more sentences.  

15. Paragraph 8 – What was a “fish”?  How can you tell what it means by reading the paragraph? 

16. Paragraphs 9 – What does “It looks like Alcatraz has got me licked” mean?

17. Paragraph 9 – Why wasn’t Capone’s stay at Alcatraz necessarily pleasant?

18. Paragraph 9 – Did Capone finish his prison sentence at Alcatraz?  If not, where?
19. Paragraph 10 – When did George “Machine Gun” Kelly arrive at Alcatraz? 
**Click on the Next Page link at the bottom of the page.  

20. Paragraph 1 – What was life like for a prisoner at Alcatraz?

21. Paragraph 3 – Three hundred inmates were allowed at Alcatraz.  How many guards were there?  

22. Paragraph 4 – Describe the silence policy at Alcatraz.  How did it affect the prisoners? 

23. Paragraph 11, 12 – Describe how you would feel if you had to stay in the “Oriental.”   Use facts from the paragraph to prove your point.  

24. Paragraph 13 – Describe “The Hole.”

**Click on the Next Page link at the bottom of the page.  

25. Paragraph 1 – How many years did “The Birdman of Alcatraz” spend on Alcatraz?

26. Paragraph 6 – What interest did Stroud Leavenworth take up while on the island?

**Scroll down to Great Escapes.

27. Paragraph 1 – How many attempted escapes were made from Alcatraz?

28. Paragraph 5 – Describe “The most famous attempt” that starts in paragraph five and continues for two more paragraphs.  
**Click on the Next Page link at the bottom of the page.  

29. List the reasons for the downfall of Alcatraz.  

30. How long was Alcatraz in operation?  

31. What happened after the government closed Alcatraz? 
**Go to the bottom of the page and click Alcatraz Main Page.  On the home page, click on the Famous Alcatraz Inmates link at the left of the page. 

32. Who are the four famous inmates this site mentions?

**Click on the Al Capone  link at the left of the page.  

33. Paragraph 1 – What is “The Rock?”
34. Paragraph 1 – Al Capone was the most famous criminal in Alcatraz.  What evidence from this paragraph proves this statement? 
35. Paragraph 4-7 – List ten or more facts about Al Capone. 

36. Last Paragraph – Where and when did Al Capone die?  

WebQuest_ Alcatraz Wrap Up
Al Capone Does My Shirts 

37. If I told you that the main character in the book actually lives on Alcatraz Island with his family (and all the prisoners), explain what you think that might be like for him.  

(5-7 sentences)

Group Work 

Complete each of the following sentence starters. 

38. For this project I worked with 

39. My part in completing this assignment was

40. My partners part in completing this assignment was 

41. I think we worked great together as a team because

42. I think we could have worked better as a team by

43. I think my participation grade should be a/an ____________  because

